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Abstract : Instant messaging is the more quick and convenient communication services to individuals and enterprises, along with the rapid
development of Internet, instant communication gets more popularity and wide range of applications,and instant communication worm is
a network worm using instant communication service for spreading, which is severe threat to the network security. First discuss the re-
search background of the instant communication worm. Following give the basic definition of the instant communication worm. Then in-
troduce the network topology and propagation model of the instant communication worm and summarize the latest instant communication
worm defense technology. Last, prospect the direction of further research,and analyze the problems existing in the present research.
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