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Abstract : With the development of computer technology and the increasing demand for mobile communications, various wireless networks
join the family of communication. The next generation heterogeneous wireless network becomes a research hotspot and handoff manage-
ment is the key technology in the next generation heterogeneous wireless network. Studies the existing vertical handoff protocols and de-
scribes the main idea of these techniques. It also discusses the advantages and disadvantages of these techniques, so a handoff protocol for

the particular problem is easy to find out. Furthermore, it introduces some vertical handoff technologies based on the idea of cross — layer

design. In the end, future trend of research is pointed out.
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